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VILLIPUTTURER.

“ Villiputturer was born of & Braman family, of the Vishnava scet
at Saniyur,in the Coimbatore country,in the fifth century of the Christ-
ian era.” Ho must not, however, be confounded with his name-sake,
“one of the Azahvars or special votaries of Vishnu. Having refused to
give his brother his share of inheritance from the paternal estate, the
brother applied to the king for justice against him;but the king without
pronouncing any judgment on the matter, directly sent for him and
requested him to imitate in Tamil,the Mahabharat. On the day the work
was finshed and recited in the royal presence, hisbrother by desire of
the king,repeated his complaint. The king thereupon feigning to be ang-
ry lovked fiercely at the poet and asked him “Oh!is this the perception
of the great man who worte the Mahabharat ? The king’s questionstruck
his mind with shame, for the subject of the Mahabharat is the feud which
originated in the eldor refusing to give the younger his paternal share
of inheritance and he therenpon delivered up the whole of the patrimony
to his brother and rctiring to Serangom spent the remainder of his life
in devotional exercise. His imitation of the Mahabharat includes only
the first ten parvams or books of that work and consists of3373Stanzas. It
j[s decidedly & masterpiece for searcely any Tamil epics except perhaps

Ramber's Lamayanam can use withit eitherin “rivida visammi” or
charms of language and Versification.

NALADIYAR
PAzBAMOZII AND ARANERICTICIARAM.

Kight thousand Richis of a cortain religions sect worte a stanza cach
on moral subjects and delivered them to oncof the Pandiyan Kings.
There were a large number of stanzas on the same subjects,and therefore
the king, with a view to select those which were distinct from the rest
and to reduce the size of the volume, asked the Rishis to scttle as to the
manner in which the sclection was to be made. They proposed to drop
the cadjans containing the stanzns into the river Vaigay, and to approve
of those stanzas which weve written on such cadjans as fioated on the
river in a direction opposite to the current.

Some of these containing four-hundred stanzds were taken nup from
the sarfuce of the stream and were colleted into the work called Naladi:
another group were found to have floated in equal portions to the opposite
banks. These formed the bhook Pazhamozhi. A third series drifted to
the bankncar the mouth of the viver and were collected in thebooks
Aranerichcharam.

Ttis here necessary to add that all the above accounts of authors
are based on tradition alone. —— --. —~
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